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Re: Ownership Ru les ,  Docket  02-277 

Dear M r .  S e c r e t a r y :  
T h i s  i s  t o  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o r  weakening o f  l i m i t s  on med ia  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
by chang ing  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  number o f  media o u t l e t s  t h a t  can be owned 
o r  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  one p e r s o n  o r  e n t i t y .  
These r u l e s  s h o u l d  be SUPPORTED, even STRENGTHENED, b y  t h e  F.C.C., wh i ch  s h o u l d  
be r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  PUBLIC i n t e r e s t ,  NOT t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of media owners. 
owners a r e ,  t o o  o f t e n ,  l a r g e  media cong lomera tes .  
may owners o f  s e v e r a l  newspapers, r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  i n  one c i t y  
o r  m e t r o  a rea ,  and t h u s  be a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  c o n t e n t ,  o r  more l i k e l y  LACK o f  
c o n t e n t ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
I t  i s  v i t a l  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  a i m i n i s h i n g  democracy t o  m a i n t a i n  and improve 
t h e  amount ana v a r i e t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  a b l e  t o  read,  see and 
hea r .  We must  have c o m p e t i t i o n  and d i v e r s i t y  f o r  a h e a l t h y  democracy, and 
t h a t  needs as  much n i u l t i p l e  o w n e r s h i p  and management as p o s s i b l e .  
v o i c e s ,  o p i n i o n s  and programming must  NUT be s h u t  o u t  b y  m o n o p o l i s t i c ,  s y n d i c a t e d  
ownersh ip  o f  med ia  marke ts .  
Any r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  changes wh ich  wou ld  encourage o r  even a l l o w  med ia  t o  
d i m i n i s h  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  must  be r e s i s t e d .  
y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  even though i t  may be a t  t h e  t o p  o f  owners '  agendas. 
The p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  d e v o t i o n  t o  s e c r e c y  i s  f r i g h t e n i n g .  
NUT encourage i t  b y  mak ing  i t  d i f f i c u l t  o r  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  non- synd i ca ted ,  
non- con fo rm ing  v i e w p o i n t s  t o  g a i n  p u b l i c  access .  
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S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Pamela W .  R i t t e r  
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